PROBLEMS OF POWER
the part of the Great Powers to territorial expansion by Germany in tolerable climates was as dangerous as blocking up the safety valve of a steam-engine. " It was, however, absolutely untrue that Germany was at present over-populated and needed room for her surplus people. The truth on the contrary was that Germany had to import hundreds of thousands of foreigners to till German soil and work German mines." She wants an open market, and that is an ideal, no doubt, which British Imperial Preference would endanger. But more even than an open market in which to sell her goods, she wants an open market from which to buy other essential products, the possession of which is to-day a matter of life and death for her. She is scouring the world for iron.
During the first ten years after the Franco-German War German industry advanced with magnificent strides, under the fostering influence of the Zollverein.1 The French milliards of the war indemnity helped to swell the mounting tide of industrial and commercial expansion. When, in the period from 1880-1891, Bismarck introduced a protectionist system, and at the same time neglected to create a colonial empire capable of becoming the national receptacle of the over-production at home, he seemed wantonly to be trying to arrest the steady advance of the previous ten years. The neighbouring nations exercised reprisals. The number of foreign markets diminished. Yet the German population was rapidly increasing. An industrial crisis ensued. Then it was that the German began to emigrate in droves. Afresh war might have helped to solve the situation. Instead, Germany decided to alter her economic policy. Between 1891 and 1907, accordingly, she followed the system of signing commercial treaties with the different Powers. Prosperity seemed to return. German manufacturers once again launched forth on what appeared to be the
1 See Blondel: L'Essor Economique du Peuple Allemand and L *A llemagne aux abois, by Henry Gaston. Preface by General BonnaJL